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The House Assassinations Commit- 
e, meeting for the first time under t 
s ,i)ew chairman, Louis Stokes, D- 
hio, fired the only two known loyal- : 
ts to its former chairman as its first 
•der of business. - v ’ ■ f 

Letters of dismissal were mailed to ’ 
dyth Baish and Kenneth Brpoten at ■ 
ie suggestion of Chief Counsel Rich-’ 
rd A. Sprague and by unanimous 
3te of the committee. /- .7 

The action came yesterday hfter- 
oon shortly after the House voted 
16-100 to accept the resignation' of 
enry B. Gonzalez, D-Tex., who as * 
hairman had been, feuding with 
prague. \ ■ 

Asked why Baish and Brooten had 
een discharged,. Stokes said, “We 
sally didn’t have any choice because’ 
either of them had reported Tor. 
mrksince early last month." , 

Baish, 55, acknowledged 'last week 
hat she was the “spy” on the 
prague staff who supplied Gonzalez 
even typewritten reports of ■ , what : 
he called “Sprague’s pep rallies” 
nd daily telephoned reports of staff 
ctivities. Baish said she acted out of 
Dyalty to Gonzalez for whom she had 
zorked part time for Ay% years* - 

BROOTEN, a Florida attorney; 
iad . been a senior counsel ■ on 
iprague’s staff but associated him- 
elf with Gonzalez when the ' chair- 
nan and the chief counsel developed 
ntp bitter antagonists over how the 
:omrnittee staff would function. ■ ■■ ■/ 

When Gonzalez tried’ to fire 
Jprague on Feb. 10, he named 
brooten to be acting chief counsel but 
irdered Brooten to stay away from 
iprague’s office. From the day 
iprague was “fired,” Baish and 
Brooten spent their time working in 
Jonzalez* office. 

’ Aides of Gonzalez’ said today the 
Texas congressman had terminated 
3aish’s job on the committee ; staff 
Vfarch 1 because she wanted to leave 
jvhen Qonzalez did. It was that day 
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Rep. Louis Stokes was named to be the new chairman of the House Assassina- 
tion Committee succeeding Rep. Henry Gonzales. 

v dhat Gonzalez,' 111- at f, his' home in ’ had actually worked when in fact nei- 
:'uTexds, 1 abruptly resigned his chair-' - ther had reported to Sprague’s of-- 
manship because thb other 11’ com- s ' fices since Feb. 11, 

; mittee. members did not support his STOKES, WHO is black and is the : 
• firing of Sprague. • 1 - 'broiher of former Cleveland Mayor' 

Apparently - \\\e Sprague staff and Carl Stokes, was appointed yesterday 
the assassinations committee' did l no.t to be the committee’s third chairman 
know Gonzalez- had already, term!- :in three months by House Speaker 
mated the, Baish’s job when it fired ( Thomas P. O’Neill. . , 

her : yesterday. Stokes added that the O’Neill named ’ Stokes after the 
- firing was .necessary, because' the, ■ House moved without notice to ac- 
■ committee has,the obligation of certi- C ept Gonzalez’ resignation yester- 
.fying that the two former employes] day. .. ' 


: Gonzalez said yesterday in San 
-Antonio, Tex., his hometown, Wash-, 
jngton is so corrupt i-'it makes Sodom 
and Gomorrah look like a Boy Scout| 
t honor troop” and criticized the House 
speaker and majority leadership for 
not backing him in the assassinations 
■ committee controversy. 'v ; ; 

' He said when he first went to Con- 
gress, “it was probably one of the 
most undemocratic parliamentary 
bodies in the English-speaking world. 
But it had one virtue, (t ha’d a resid- 
ual, inherent institutional* 'vigor 1 and 
integrity. 1 If you had a corpmitee and; 
a chairman they respected it. You' 
had precedents and they respected 
them. j r. i: ! .V j- ■ r :: •' 

' ; ”This ; you don’t have currently in 
the United States f^ouse of Represent 
tatives/1 can’t speak for the Senate; 1 
I’m not a member of the Senate; Also 
the miasma of corruption, my good- 
ness, Washington, it's not just the po- 
litical, it pervades the so-called 
capital press corps and some of the 
news disseminating areas.” 

the; COMMITTEE, now reduced 
from l2 to 11 members, had a long 1 , 
meeting with' Sprague yesterday be- 
hind closed doors to be brought up to 
’ date on investigations of the murders 
of John F; Kennedy and Martin Lu 
ther King Jr/ ' ! 7 ‘ ; ■;* *' 

The committee" will meet twice 
today, with Sprague and his staff to 
continue hearing what Sprague’s 
investigators have uncovered so far 
and what avenues of investigation 
they propose to explore next. . , , , 

Stokes and other committee mem 
bers indicated the panel woulcj prob 
ably go into executive session as soon 
as Sprague's people begin talking 
about substantive investigatory 
progress and projects. 

Even so, it is widely believed on 
Capitol Hill that the committee js 
going to have to produce startling 
new evidence ' if it is to have anyi 
chance of having its authorization 
and funding extended beyond March! 
31, it present expiration date,. .... 
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